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Abstract

The status of women has varied according to the political, economic, and social conditions surrounding the
societies in which they lived. Women assumed diverse roles that extended beyond the family sphere to active
participation in various aspects of public life. Transoxiana (Ma Wara’ al-Nahr) was one of the most significant

regions of the Islamic world to experience remarkable civilizational prosperity during the era of the independent
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dynasties, including the Qarakhanid State. The Qarakhanid period witnessed substantial economic growth and a
flourishing cultural renaissance, both of which had a profound impact on the status and role of Qarakhanid
women.

The significance of this study lies in its attempt to highlight the role of women in Transoxiana during the
Qarakhanid period and to examine their contributions to the economic, political, social, and cultural spheres. In
doing so, the research seeks to present a more comprehensive understanding of Qarakhanid society while
drawing attention to aspects that have received insufficient scholarly attention in many historical studies.

The selection of this topic stems from its historical importance, as well as the desire to shed light on women's
contributions to public life despite the limited number of historical and geographical sources dealing with this
period. The scarcity of information concerning the Qarakhanid State may be attributed to several factors. First,
following the Seljuk penetration into Transoxiana in 482 AH/1089 CE, the Qarakhanid State became subordinate
to the Seljuk Empire. Consequently, the policies and activities of the Qarakhanids were frequently attributed in
historical sources to the Seljuks as the dominant political power. Subsequently, the Qarakhanid State was invaded
by the non-Muslim Qara Khitai (Western Liao), and Transoxiana was later devastated by the Mongol invasions.

These successive incursions likely resulted in the loss of much of the historical legacy and documentary heritage of

the Qarakhanid State.
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