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Abstract

This research aims to examine the role of tribes in trans-Saharan caravan trade during the Islamic medieval period
(2nd—5th AH / 8th—11th AD centuries) and to highlight their contributions to connecting North Africa with Bilad
al-Sudan. The study explores the various roles played by tribes, including camel and horse breeding, providing
guidance and protection services, and participating in commercial mediation, caravan preparation, and financing.
The research adopts a historical analytical approach based on the study of historical and geographical sources as
well as travel accounts. The study concludes that tribes represented a fundamental element in the continuity of
trans-Saharan trade by organizing caravan movements and securing trade routes, despite the existence of some

negative practices such as raids and the imposition of tributes. It also confirms that the relationship between tribes
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and caravan trade was reciprocal, contributing to economic prosperity and linking commercial centers in the
Islamic Maghreb with Bilad al-Sudan.

Keywords: Tribes, Caravan Trade, Trans-Saharan Trade, Sahara Desert.
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