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Abstract

This study aimed to assess university admission problems and examine their relationship with students’ perceived
academic impact in the Colleges of Education at the University of Zawiya. A cross-sectional descriptive-
correlational design was adopted. The study population comprised 4,691 students enrolled in the Colleges of
Education in Zawiya, Abu Issa, and Nasser during the 2025—2026 academic year. A stratified random sample of
450 students participated.

Data were collected using a 30-item questionnaire divided into two 15-item scales: university admission problems
and perceived academic impact, rated on a five-point Likert scale. Cronbach’s alpha coefficients were 0.880 and
0.961 for the two scales, respectively, while the overall reliability coefficient was 0.950.

The results showed that university admission problems were perceived at a moderate-to-high level, with an
overall mean of 3.24 out of 5 and a relative weight of 64.8%. The most prominent problems were admitting more
students than the available institutional capacity, inadequate coordination among colleges, and an imbalanced
distribution of students across academic majors.

The mean adverse perceived academic impact was 3.25 out of 5. The most prominent effects were frustration
resulting from not being admitted to the preferred major, perceived inability to achieve academic aspirations, and
difficulty understanding courses because of limited interest in the assigned major.

After reverse-scoring the negatively worded academic items to create an index in which higher scores indicated
better perceived academic functioning, university admission problems were strongly and negatively correlated

with the academic index:
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r=-0.631, p<0.001

The squared correlation coefficient was 0.398, indicating 39.8% shared variance between the two variables. The
findings indicate that greater university admission problems are associated with lower perceived motivation,
academic engagement, and academic functioning. The study recommends aligning admission numbers with
institutional capacity, strengthening academic and career guidance, and adopting transparent admission criteria
that consider students’ abilities and preferences.

Keywords: university admission; perceived academic impact; colleges of education; academic guidance;

University of Zawiya.
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