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Abstract:

his study aims to reveal the effectiveness of a program based on early intervention strategies for developing
nonverbal communication skills in a sample of children with autism in the city of Zawiya, to measure its
effectiveness, and to determine the extent of its continued effectiveness during a follow-up period of
approximately one month. The researcher used the experimental method in conducting the field research and
implementing the program. The study sample consisted of (8) children aged between 5 and 6 years. A single-group
experimental design was employed. The instruments used in the study included a non-verbal communication

skills scale for children with autism (developed by the researcher) and a counseling program (also developed by
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the researcher). Statistical methods applied in the study included the Pearson correlation coefficient, Cronbach’s
alpha, the Spearman-Brown formula, and the split-half reliability method. The results indicated statistically
significant differences between the mean ranks of the children’s scores in the single experimental group—
comparing pre-test and post-test results—across all communication skills, with the post-test scores being higher.
Furthermore, the results showed no statistically significant differences between the mean ranks of the children’s
scores [in other specific comparisons [In the post-test and follow-up assessments, the results for each of the six
non-verbal communication skills—as well as the total score—were analyzed for the participants in the single

experimental group.

Keywords: Early Intervention, Training Program, Nonverbal Communication Skills, Autism Spectrum Disorder,

Children with Autism.
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